ICG SECTION 71 SUBGROUP REPORT – Feb. 14, 2006

Proposed Survey to be issued in March 2006

Avowed Purpose
-     Identify substances not in commerce

· Obtain data to prioritize assessments

Actual Purpose
-     Identify substances for early action (SNAc = Ban)

· Identify Siloxanes in commerce in Canada (irregardless whether they are categorized in or not.

· Pilot survey for HC polymers

· Identify interested parties for HC Low Exposure / High Hazard

481 Substances in total


~ 370 are EC PBiT substances, half of which are thought to be not in commerce

~ 40 are Siloxanes (part of an international effort) 


~ 70 HC substances of which
~10 are polymers for a pilot survy






~ 60 are low exposure / high hazard

Substances identified by CAS number

Reporting year is 2005

100 Kg threshold

No deminimus

Manufactured items included

NAICS codes required

Discussions with EC / HC were disappointing:

· HC have agreed that volumes are not required for their substances

· Will be an “engagement” box to check for companies below 100 Kg threshold

· EC will provide an electronic list of substances

-  EC will not agree to impose a deminimus level

-  EC will not agree to exempt impurities

-  EC will not agree to exclude manufactured items

EC strongly believe in the “if you do not know you do not have to report” caveat.

3 months to report engagement (no extensions)

additional 3 month extension to report volumes may be available on a case by case basis

ICG questionnaire (20 respondents) indicated these time lines were feasible with the exception of 3 companies, 2 of which required extensions because they had to ask their suppliers (i.e. did not know)

TOXIC TRANSITIONALS

Organotins

-
Environmental Management Plan negotiations ongoing with respect to organotin stabilizers (mono and di alkyl tins).  Now in the “wordsmithing stage” of Guidelines.  Still need to draft a formal agreement.

-
A number of organotins remain “categorized in”, ie subject to future risk assessments despite a PSL assessment and the categorization exercise.

-
EC threatening to ban tributyl tin and place tetraalkyl tin on Schedule 1 of CEPA despite voluntary controls which eliminate release to the environment.

Organic Peroxides – Nothing to report

HFCs

-
Draft SNAc’s for 7 new / transitional HFCs sent to notifiers for comment in December 2005

-
Final SNAc’s have been drafted.  1 NSN being sent to Minister for signature

-
Require NOMI from original notifiers for remaining 6 to finalize process and add the substances to the DSL.

-
Still need to address strategy for existing HFCs on DSL (i.e. 134a, 152)

