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Agenda with meeting notes added 

1.0 Remarks and SMG Ongoing Role 

The SMG meeting is a formalization of the annual "Taking Stock" meetings of the CEPA ICG. The ICG will continue to meet to provide the detailed technical advice that is required to address the toxic substance management program of CEPA. The SMG, as a bridge between technical and policy levels, will cover overarching issues and strategies. The agenda should include international activities (REACH, SAICM, and US HVP program) that are influencing the policy direction at EC/HC. Multi-sector industry participation is welcomed and encouraged. The SMG will meet three times a year.  
Follow-up:
Set times for meetings in 2006  (G. Lloyd, J. Arseneau, P. Glover).

2.1 Future Risk Assessment Approaches and Quality Assurance

· DSL C&S discussions & learnings re pilot & other aspects 

· A tiered approach will be considered for future information requests. First step would be a survey to determine substance volumes and use in Canada. Second step would be a request for hazard information from a smaller group. Surveys must be broad enough to capture imported substances.  Industry would like a schedule for the information requests (i.e. annual plan and 5 year outlooks).               Follow-up:  Further discussion at next SMG on the pros and cons of using SNACs for PBiTs and other chemicals of concern on the DSL. 
· The pilot relied on predictive modeling and chemical classes for grouping. Further discussion will be required on future approaches including grouping chemicals by mode of action or by end use. 

· State of the Science Reports and Screening Level Risk Assessments are new features of the substance management program and these are still evolving and improving. It may be possible to develop an iterative process with earlier industry input but then industry has to be willing to participate.                                                            

· Follow-up: Meetings are required with ICG & government to share information on exposure assessment techniques and margins of exposure. (CEPA ICG).                                                                     Follow-up:  Consider a conference on exposure methodologies in parallel with the OECD Exposure Assessment Task Force meeting in Canada in Q4, 2006. (J. Arseneau, G. Lloyd). 

· HC/EC work on improving transparency & clarifying risk assessment procedures. 

· HC gave a presentation on Existing Substances Review/Consultation Principles & Components.  

· HC/EC have launched a process to develop a quality management system (QMS) for substance risk management. It will include process maps and many process improvements. Work will start in 04/06. 

· Further discussion on Peter Forristal presentation at last meeting.

· Next steps
Follow-up: Industry will provide some principles for key process measures to be considered in the QMS development. (CEPA ICG).

2.2 Risk Assessment - Risk Management Linkages 

· An industry presentation on their specific concerns was not available. EC/HC recognize that there have been shortcomings in some past problems with RA-RM linkages for some substances in the past, and took steps to increase the level of dialogue with stakeholders in addition to the regular process (i.e. Organotins in Vinyl Chloride). They have also strengthened the CEPA Management Committee in EC/HC. 

Follow-up: Industry to bring this issue to next SMG if necessary. (G. Lloyd) 

 2.3 DSL Categorization and Screening Portal 

· HC gave a presentation on the Existing Substances Portal. 

· Common recognition that this is a large and important endeavour for the government and for industry. 

Follow-up: HC/EC should consider establishing a cross-section of interested parties to support the development of this communications portal. (T. Hughes)

2.4 Framework for eco-labeling

· SMG members have met with EC and TerraChoice on the eco-labelling program. The program has been in place since 1988 and has been successful at encouraging some companies to develop environmentally better products. There is no review of the overall program planned at this time.

3.1 Single window for NSN notifications  - Concerns are being addressed at ICG meetings. 

3.2 CBI for NSN notifications - Concerns are being addressed at ICG meetings.

4.1 Greater use of CAS #s in Gazette Notices - Concern has been resolved.

4.2 SAICM 

· Developed countries will be taking action to advance the 'sound management of chemicals' by 2020. Canada has recommended each country develop a 15-year plan and steward their progress every five years. 

Follow-up: Send Canadian paper to SMG for discussion at next meeting. (J. Arseneau).

5.1 CEPA Review Items & Status - All activities have stopped for the election. 
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